The Morocco Problem

set in. motion forces which contributed to the explosion of
August 1914. The note explained that the dispatch of the
Panther had been necessitated by the danger to German lives
and property due to the disturbances in Morocco, and that
as soon as order had been restored the boat -would be with-
drawn. The reasons which had induced Germany to make
this second gesture were as follows.

Matters had not been entirely satisfactory in Morocco since
the Franco-German treaty of 1909. Obstacles had been
raised by France to the commercial enterprises of the German
Firm of Mannesmann, the French had occupied all the most
important administrative posts, and in March 1911 Monsieur
Delcasse, Germany's old enemy, had reappeared on the
scenes as Minister of Marine in the French Cabinet. Fresh
disturbances, which were probably grossly exaggerated, on
the Coast and in Fez decided the French Government to
occupy the latter. The French Ambassador in Berlin, Mon-
sieur Cambon, informed the German Government of France's
intention and Herr Kiderlen Waechter, the Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs, told Monsieur Cambon if the
French remained permanently at Fez that the Sultan would
no longer be regarded as an independent Sovereign, and one
of the main conditions of the Algeciras Treaty would lapse,
in which case Germany would consider that she was no
longer bound by it. Kiderlen's plan was to ask the French
how long they intended to remain at Fez, and if they did
not withdraw at the end of a stated period to declare the
Algeciras Treaty at an end and demand compensation, sending
a warship to occupy a suitable harbour as a pledge until the
desired compensation should be forthcoming. He had re-
ceived information through various sources that France would
give Germany whatever she wanted in the -way of Colonial
territory provided she were left a free hand in Morocco.

On May 2ist the French occupied Fez and on May soth
Cruppi, the French Foreign Minister, promised that if circum-
stances led them further than they intended they would come
to an understanding with Germany ; at the same time Herr

358